Lack of beta-methylamino-l-alanine in brain from controls, AD, or Chamorros with PDC.
High levels of beta-methylamino-l-alanine (BMAA), a putative neurotoxin, have been reported in brain samples from Chamorros and patients with Alzheimer disease (AD) from western Canada. The authors assayed free BMAA in the brains of five control subjects and five patients with AD from the US Pacific Northwest as well as Chamorros with and without Parkinson-dementia complex. In contrast to others, they detected no free BMAA in any of these samples.